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First Reading Acts 14:21-27 (Ron Best) 

After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and made a considerable number of 

disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch. They strengthened the 

spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, “It is necessary 

for us to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” They appointed 

presbyters[a] for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, commended them to 

the Lord in whom they had put their faith. Then they traveled through Pisidia and reached 

Pamphylia. After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia. From there 

they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work 

they had now accomplished. And when they arrived, they called the church together and 

reported what God had done with them and how he had opened the door of faith to the 

Gentiles. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 (Terry Holmer) 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in mercy. The Lord is 

good to all, compassionate toward all your works. All your works give you thanks, Lord     

and your faithful bless you. They speak of the glory of your reign and tell of your mighty 

works, Making known to the sons of men your mighty acts, the majestic glory of your rule. 

Your reign is a reign for all ages, your dominion for all generations. The Lord is 

trustworthy in all his words, and loving in all his works. 
 

Second Reading: Revelation 21: 1-5a (Dennis Donner) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will 

dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them [as 

their God]. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or 

mourning, wailing or pain, [for] the old order has passed away.” The one who sat on the 

throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” Then he said, “Write these words down, for 

they are trustworthy and true.” 
 

Gospel Reading: John 13:31-33a, 34-35 (Roger Fraser) 

When he had left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 

him. [If God is glorified in him,] God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify 

him at once. 33 My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You will look for 

me, and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I say it to you. 
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No matter how well we think we are prepared, when a family member dies, it comes as a 

shock.  You see we just buried my Father-in-law last week.  He had been diagnosed with 

stage 4 cancer nearly 3 years ago with six months to live, so we were blessed with a gift of 

extra time with him. The end came too soon for us all. 

 

As Pat and I hurried to Chicago, everyone along the way was so understanding and 

concerned and helpful.  The whole family rallied around my Mother-in-law; four 

daughters, a son, their spouses and 16 grandchildren….and hundreds of friends and our 

extended families.  The wake and funeral plans gelled quickly and we experienced God’s 

presence in the understanding, concerned and helpful people….from our family-member 

priest Father Joe, who is the brother of one of the son-in-laws, to the cool but so organized 

funeral director.  The days leading to the funeral were such a bittersweet mixture of 

sadness and happiness. 

 

One person who stood out as extra special among these loving souls came as a total 

surprise to me.  She was the lady who helped prepare the Mass booklet of the Celebration 

of the Life of Bob Rock.  The funeral director had referred us to her and she was an 

unexpected blessing.  She came over the evening before the wake and had less than 48 

hours to prepare the booklet.  You have heard of the 7 degrees of separation of people 

around the world, well the south side of Chicago Irish Catholic community I swear has 2 

degrees of separation.  As she sat with my in-laws and wife for several hours reviewing the 

readings, the music and who would lector or sing or serve, they were amazed to find out 

how many acquaintances and distant relatives they had in common.  My Mother-in-law got 

a real kick out of her.  The crowning achievement was the Celtic symbol on the booklet 

cover: Rock in the middle, Bob and Gerry on top and bottom, the six children’s names 

wrapped around the outside and the 16 grandchildren’s names on the ribbon woven in the 

center.  This lady’s loving touch enabled the presence of God’s joy in the midst of a 

heartbreaking time. I told her before she left that she didn’t just have a job, but she had a 
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wonderful ministry of love that was greatly appreciated. When she left everyone was in 

good spirits having shared the Love of Jesus.  

 

The scriptures today tell us that we can persevere with faith through many hardships 

because the love of the glorified Son Jesus surrounds us in our community. In the first 

reading from the Acts of the Apostles we heard that Paul encouraged the newly formed 

communities to withstand hardships and even persecution.  It is through suffering that 

Christians find deep joy.   

 

This seems to be such a contradiction.  How can suffering create joy? With God all things 

are possible.  Only His grace can transform our broken hearts of losing a loved one into a 

blessing. Yes, we will miss the person, but our helplessness in the situation is transformed 

by the hope of eternal life God has given us.  The Gospel of John explains it: “Love One 

Another.” He works through us, through the people around us, to give us His hope and 

love and joy.  

 

While love is a theme throughout the book of John, Jesus’ message in today’s Gospel to 

love one another was very specific for the members of His Church.  We, the followers of 

the Risen Christ, are to love one another.  How blessed we are to be in such loving 

communities like the one we have here in diaconate formation and the ones in our 

parishes, gathering to glorify God with praise and thanksgiving. To be nurtured with His 

holy body and blood at this table so we have the strength to go out and meet the challenges 

of an ungodly world.   But Jesus also gave us this commandment to love one another 

because He knew we would sometimes be challenged within our own Church.  I am sorry 

to report that the least sensitive people we met last week and those who had a barrier to 

communication rather than being openly supportive of people in need, were on the staff of 

my Mother-in-law’s parish.  We were more disappointed than hurt, but we didn’t expect 

this treatment from our own parish. As Deacons we need to be especially aware of and be 
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sensitive to situations in our own parishes that are less than loving responses to people’s 

needs.  We are commanded to love as Christ loved us. 

 

I recently have become involved in the Catholics Returning Home ministry.  Each of the 

people in a recent session had an experience with the Catholic Church that was less than 

loving.  Some were driven away by people they met, but most often I heard the term 

“drifted away from the Church.”  They weren’t experiencing the love of Christ.  They 

didn’t meet Christ in His followers.  But each of these people had a God-shaped hole in 

their hearts that prompted them to take a brave step back toward the Church.  It’s a 

wonderful experience to be part of a group that is healing the hurts of the past and 

renewing a spirit of love one person at a time.  Our Returning Catholics session will be 

culminating at the “Come to Me” spiritual renewal celebration of the Solemnity of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  This day also marks Atlanta’s 6th Eucharistic 

Congress celebration Loris mentioned last weekend and sent some of us an email saying 

we may be invited to serve as Eucharistic Ministers. The Archdiocese of Atlanta has such 

faith in this program that they have rented the Georgia International Convention Center for 

a daylong celebration for all Catholics, particularly those who have rediscovered their 

faith.  

 

This Eucharistic Congress promises to be a wonderful way to enlighten our hearts, our 

minds and our spirits by glorifying the presence of God among us. Bring a friend.  It is an 

opportunity to respond to His commandment to love one another as Jesus loved us.  I’ll see 

you there. 
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