
Manifesting God in an Evil World 

We are Made in the Image of God 

The most basic principle of the manifesting God in our Christian moral life is the 

awareness that every person bears the dignity of being made in the image of God. 

He has given us an immortal soul, and through the gifts of intelligence and reason 

enables us to understand the order of things established in his creation. God has 

also given us a free will to seek and love what is true, good, and beautiful. Sadly, 

we also suffer the impact of Original Sin, which darkens our minds, weakens our 

wills, and inclines us to sin. Baptism delivers us from Original Sin but not from its 

effects—especially the inclination to sin. Within us, then, is both the powerful 

surge toward the good because we are made in the image of God, and the darker 

impulses toward evil because of the effects of Original Sin. 

But we should always remember that Christ's dying and rising offers us new life in 

the Spirit, whose saving grace delivers us from sin and heals sin's damage within 

us. Thus we speak of the value, dignity, and goal of human life, even with its 

imperfections and struggles. Human life, as a profound unity of physical and 

spiritual dimensions, is sacred. It is distinct from all other forms of life, since it 

alone is imprinted with the very image of its Creator. 

The Responsible Practice of Freedom 

The second element of life in Christ is the responsible practice of freedom. 

Without freedom, we cannot speak meaningfully about morality or moral 

responsibility. Human freedom is more than a capacity to choose between this and 

that. It is the God-given power to become who he created us to be and so to share 

eternal union with him. This happens when we consistently choose ways that are in 

harmony with God's plan. Christian morality and God's law are not arbitrary, but 



specifically given to us for our happiness. God gave us intelligence and the 

capacity to act freely. Ultimately, human freedom lies in our free decision to say 

"yes" to God. In contrast, many people today understand human freedom merely as 

the ability to make a choice, with no objective norm or good as the goal. 

The Reality of Sin and Trust in God's Mercy 

We cannot speak about manifesting God in our life in Christ or the moral life 

without acknowledging the reality of sin, our own sinfulness, and our need for 

God's mercy. When the existence of sin is denied it can result in spiritual and 

psychological damage because it is ultimately a denial of the truth about ourselves. 

Admitting the reality of sin helps us to be truthful and opens us to the healing that 

comes from Christ's redemptive act. 

Love, Law and Grace 

There is no doubt that love must be the essential foundation of the moral life. But 

just as essential in this earthly realm are rules and laws that show how love may be 

applied in real life. In heaven, love alone will suffice. In this world, we need moral 

guidance from scripture, the Church and other laws to see how love works. 

In our permissive culture, love is sometimes so romanticized that it is separated 

from sacrifice. Because of this, tough moral choices many times are not faced. 

Scripturally and theologically, manifesting God in our Christian moral life begins 

with a loving relationship with God, a covenant love made possible by the sacrifice 

of Christ. The moral life requires grace. The Catechism speaks of this in terms of 

life in Christ and the inner presence of the Holy Spirit, actively enlightening our 

moral compass and supplying the spiritual strength to do the right thing. The grace 

that comes to us from the Risen Christ is as essential as love and rules, in fact, He 

makes loving and keeping the rules possible. 


